BELISARIUS                                                     ACT i

ANASTASIUS.                                         And besides,

Youth is as good a mark for death as age.

JOANNINA. You both will leave us with such cruel words ?

ANASTASIUS. Ah, Joannina!

ANTONINA.                            Watch the amorous fools.

ANASTASIUS. My lord and General, there are many ties
Of love and confidence between us now.
Give one more proof of confidence to-day,
And let me, calling Joannina wife,
Call you my father.

BELISARIUS.                        What 1 before we go ?

ANASTASIUS. There's time to let us marry.

ANTONINA.                                                What's this folly ?

They'll wait till you return.

ANASTASIUS.                                  Madam, what harm

To let us call each other husband, wife,
Before we part ?

ANTONINA.                     I will not have it so,

That is enough!

ANASTASIUS.                  Speak, Joannina, you!

JOANNINA. My mother knows the wishes of my heart.

BELISARIUS- Does that not plead for her ?
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